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NEWS-LETTER . 

y 18, 1984 


"I am fearful that the next 
couple of years will be dry 
b out of 6 years have been 
well above normal. I have 
a feeling it is now swing¬ 
ing back." 


As the old saying goes... "When it's a 
wet year, everybody forgets what it's like 
in a dry year. When it's dry, it's hard to 
remember wet." Well, it's been wet now for 
several years. Just about everybody has 
forgotten those dry, hot, miserable drought 
days of 1977. 

But those who watch the weather are be¬ 
ginning co remember. Suddenly one day this 
winter it stopped raining and snowing. Few 
are willing to even speculate on what it 
might mean. One long-time weather watcher 
in the Owens Valley, Doug Pwell, says that 
there's no real way of knowing if drought 
is on the way. Predicting drought is con¬ 
troversial because first of all, no one 
likes drought and second, it really is hard 
to predict. Powell is too wise and exper¬ 
ienced in observation of nature to commit 
himself to a prediction, but he does have 
what you might call intuitive feelings 
about what can happen. He has watched the 
Valley weather for 40 to 50 years. Right 
now he's teaching a geology course at Deep 
Springs College. Powell was candid about 
his feelings. He said that "I am fearful 
that the next couple of years will be dry. 

5 out of the last b years have been well 
above normal. I have a feeling it is now 
swinging back." Powell hastens to say that 
this is not scientific, out a feeling based 
on years of observation. Many meteorolo¬ 
gists, weather buffs, scientists believe 
that there is some kind of cycle in nature 
... a rhythm that swings something like a 
pendulum - several years of wet followed 
by a couple of dry and back and forth and 
so on. 


Powell made one more observation. He 
said it's not scientific, but when winter 
cuts off shortly as it did this year, dry 
years are likely to follow. He said this 
has happened in past years. Suddenly in 
December, snow stopped - no rain either. 

It's dry right now. Valley homeowners had 
to start deriously watering their lawns 
earlier. Los Angeles has recorded extremely 
high water use this spring and has started 
pumping the Owens Valley underground early. 

Which brings us back tc the constant 
companion cf water in Inyo - politics. 

Before the Inyo Supervisors signed the 
current DWP agreement, some of them stated 
publicly that we have a wet year and so no 
matter what the DWP does under the agreement 
there is very little danger of anything bad 
happening to the Owens Valley. But what if 
it suddenly gets very dry? 

If, indeed the agreement is approved at 
the Third District Court of Appeals, that 
means the court imposed pumping limit is 
lifted and DWP can go to the pumping table 
in the agreement and pump a lot more than 
current limit. Most believe that's exactly 

( continue d on p.2 ) 
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what will happen in a drougnt year. But the 
way politics are now among Inyo's officials 
and their bureaucratic staff. Courthouse 
watchers say that it is ve ry po ssible the 

Supervisors 
|will agree 
on any pump¬ 
ing plan with 
L.A. just to 
keep the a- 
greement in 
effect and 
the paltry 
dollars roll¬ 
ing in from 
Los Angeles. 

That fear 
was confirmed 
in the minds 
of some who 
observed the 
last Stand¬ 
ing Committee 
meeting. 

That's the 
group of Los 
Angeles and 
Inyo offi¬ 
cials who meet to talk over water issues and 
the agreement in particular. At that meet¬ 
ing, Los Angeles DWP people revealed that 
one of the costs for groundwater studies 
was higher than they had anticipated and 
that Inyo would have to pay half the cost. 

DWP was talking about "de-watering". 

That means scientists pump water out from 
under plants in a test site and watch how 
long it takes them to die. DWP estimates 
that it will cost $400,000 to do this de¬ 
watering over five years. Inyo has to pay 
$200,000. County Administrator Mike Hanford 
was visibly shaken over that kind of figure. 
But Inyo Supervisors Johnny Johnson and Bob 
Bremmer put up no fight and told DWP Inyo 
will be glad to pay the money if it is 
spread out over five years. 

The new agreement says that DWP will 
pay Inyo $172,000 a year to cover groundwat¬ 
er study costs. But how many of these new 
expenses will come up... effectively reduc¬ 
ing what money Inyo gets out of the whole 
thing? Now, if the Supervisors approve it, 
Inyo will have to pay DWP $40,000 a year to 
"de-water" valley areas. 

Ironically, the scientists working on 
these studies have discovered what people 
around here have known for years. One U.S. 
Geological Survey scientist said that he and 
the others were "excited to see early signs 
of stress" in plants subjected to de-watering. 
Property owners here aren't at all excited 
about it. They have already seen the impacts 
of groundwater pumping and they know by 
common sense and observation that DWP's 
pumping is killing plants and trees. The 
scientists made another startling discovery. 
USGS scientist, Ken Hallett, said that "evapo- 
transpirati on accounts for a very large loss 
of water" in the Owens Valley. That means 
the dry climate here causes the evaporation 
of gallons of water, requiring five or six 
times the amount of water to keep things 
alive here compared to a moist area. 

And so, while scientists are experiment¬ 
ing to prove the obvious, weather watchers 
are wondering what lies just ahead. Another 
highly respected weather observer locally, 
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Don Marcell in, has concerns. Marcellin has 
studied the Valley weather for something like 
50 years. He calls himself a "weather buff", 
and in fact he reports the weather on local 
TV news at Bishop and Big Pine. Hundreds 
of people locally rely on his predictions 
and interpretations. Marcellin's experience 
with weather makes him cautious of grand¬ 
stand predicting. Like Doug Powell, he knows 
how fickle Mother Nature can be. 

But Marcellin said that "the percentages 
are working against us. We've had something 
like 6 out of 7 wet years." He says it 
appears that a dry cycle may be starting, 
but quickly adds that this is so "unless 
we're in a pattern I have never seen before." 

DWP spokesmen claim that they only look 
ahead six months and to them every thing 
looks comfortably wet. But several people 
who have spoken with News-Letter staff say 
they wonder if DWP, with its millions of 
dollars and thousands of workers, perhaps 
saw the drought coming and so worked extra 
hard to get an agreement out of Inyo... an 
agreement that provides for substantially 
increased pumping in dry years. 

DWP started groundwater pumping early 
this year because it has been such a dry 
skpring 

spring. Many trees along the highway look 
dead this spring. And even as weather buffs 
pondered the possibility of drought and the 
Inyo Supervisors put the groundwater ordi¬ 
nance case in a bottom drawer, the County 
Road Department asked the Supervisors to 
remove 19 dead or dying trees from County 
right of ways in Independence... more than 
a dozen years of pumping are catching up 
and now it might be dryin' time again. — 
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S 5 CHARLES D. "CHARLIE" % 

HUNTER 

FOR SUPERVISOR, DISTRICT 4 



A VETERAN. .. 

— Combat duty with Naval amphibious forces in World War II 

— Army service during Korean and Vietnam Conflicts 

— Disability retirement 1965 


A FIGHTER (HE WON’T SELL YOU OUT) . . . 


— “I believe in fighting for what is right.” 

— “I will continue to fight for a better water agreement with the LADWP.” 

— Charles Hunter did fight for traffic signals in Independence and Big Pine. “I will continue 
to fight for regular traffic signals in those communities.” 

— “I am still fighting to get better care for our elderly in nursing homes.” Because he spoke 


out publicly and fearlessly, he was fired from his job at the Big Pine nursing home. 


A WORKING MAN ALL HIS LIFE . . . 

— “As a child of the great depression, I have had to work hard since age 13.” 

— In Inyo county. Hunter operated CETA programs which gave local people jobs. 

— He worked in the county probation department. He developed agency-wide nv™ 


He worked in the county probation department. He developed agency-wide nr*'- 
the Forest Service, BLM and CDF. 

Paid Political Advertisement 



the Forest Service, BLM and CDF. 


Paid Political Advertisemen 


tffor Supervisor, 5fh DisfricfX 


JEROME F. 


"JERRY" ZEUTZIUS 


• 27 years experience in 

is communication skills 
^ business management 
^ health-care administration 
is housing administration 
s economic planning 

• Long-time Lone Pine resident 



and property owner 
Korean War veteran 




paid Political Advertisement 











THE CHALLENGER” 



"Government is supposed to te of the 
people, ty the people, and for the people. 
We don't have this in Inyo County." 


For nearly 8 years Supervisor Johnny 
Johnson has held onto his political office. 
He has faced little or no opposition. But 
now the constituents are restless. 

Johnson has a challenger this time 
around. Charles Hunter of Aberdeen wants 
Johnson's seat. Hunter comes on in a re¬ 
served manner. He listens a lot. But 
once you get him talking, Hunter reveals 
that he has given Inyo politics a lot of 
thought. 

Military service dominated much of 
Hunter's life. He served in World War II, 
the Korean War and Vietnam War too. He 
finally gave up military life when he re¬ 
tired with a disability in 1965. It was 
then that he started to get interested in 
politics, "The only way to correct things 
you don't like is to get involved." Hunter 
doesn't like what's happening in Inyo 
County government. So he's taking on an 
incumbent who has years of personal and 
political relations. Hunter thinks the 
people in Johnson's district want somebody 
new: 

Question: Why are you running for office? 
Answer: The main reason is that I'm not 
happy with the present Board and their 
indifference to the public. They don't 
keep the public informed on what is 
really going on. They have too many 
closed door meetings. 

Q: How do you feel about Inyo County? 

A: I love the rural atmosphere, but we will 
die on the stem unless we get more than 
tourism. Big Pine and South especially 
need more. We need small, non-polluting 
industry. It can be brought here. In 
fact, the recent water agreement was 
the perfect opportunity to make sure 
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that we get non-polluting industry. 

The Supervisors missed a good shot. We 
should have said to Los Angeles that if 
they want our water, we want something 
meaningful in return. 

Q: What about that agreement? 

A: DWP is in trouble with some of its 

other water sources. I think they will 
try to push that pumping table in the 
agreement as far as they can. I've 
talked to a lot of people in this dis¬ 
trict. They either said they didn't 
want the agreement or wanted it at 
least to go on the ballot. The Super¬ 
visors refused to put the agreement on 
the ballot because they knew the people 
would turn it down. 

Q: How do you feel about that? 

A: If the Supervisors had wanted what the 
people want, they would have listened. 
Government is supposed to be of the 
people, by the people, and for the 
people. We don't have this in Inyo 
County. I have been in too many meet¬ 
ings in which I have seen the Board... 
it was clear they knew what they were 
going to do before they got there. 

Q: What about our future? 

A: Unless there are drastic changes in our 
thinking and in the County government, 
we could have real problems. Right now 
the tourist trade is just about it. 
That's not always reliable. It would 
be good to have more agriculture too. 

If we don't do something, the County 
will stagnate. Sitting at the Court¬ 
house once a week is not enough. 

Q: What do you think of the current Board 
of Supervisors? 

A: Their attitude is - they run the County 
and to heck with what the people think. 
They need guidance from the people. 

Q: What other things concern you? 

A: The fact that there is no juvenile hall 
in Inyo County. We need to have a place 
to deal with problem kids right here in 
the County. We have a juvenile crime 
caseload of 3,000. That's a problem. 
Another problem is housing. I'm con- 
concerned about elderly people here 
who are on fixed incomes and they need 
a place to live. And the Supervisors 
don't know what is happening in the 
County sanatoriums. They don't want 
to face the problems of the County. 

They want it to be like it was 100 years 
ago and it just can't be that way. 

Hunter doesn't mince words... says his 
father taught him to be outspoken. You get 
the feeling that his years in the military 
taught him a certain amount of candor. "I 
loved the military life... the discipline 
and the duty." Hunter is up against a 
tough political enemy this time. Johnson 
has spent 8 years building a political base. 
But Hunter says he firmly believes that Inyo 
people are disappointed and even offended 
by the way Johnson and the other Board 
members have treated the public. He's bet¬ 
ting that hell hath no fury like a public 
scorned. ■ 












DWP - THE DESTROYER/ LIES TO 
THE COURT/ MUSEUM AND THEIR 
MERRY-GO-ROUND/ SUPS GET 
LETTER RE: JUVIES 

By modern building standards it isn't 
much of a house - a small cottage set back 
off Washington Street in Independence. But 
over the years it provided comfortable 
housing for many tenants. It is one of hun¬ 
dreds of structures owned by the LADWP in 
Inyo County. It's days are numbered. 

In recent years the DWP has destroyed 
well over a hundred residences that were 
once leased or rented to the public and to 
DWP workers. Not only homes, but DWP is 
destroying their old commercial office in 
Independence. Some say it's one of the best 
built buildings in town, but DWP claims it's 
not earthquake safe. 



The vine covered house surrounded by 
fruit trees at Independence was occupied 
until just recently. DWP decided to tear 
it down. Reportedly, members of the Indep¬ 
endence Volunteer Fire Department heard 
about it and asked if they could burn it 
for practice. DWP said yes and several 
agencies took advantage of the opportunity 
to learn. 

But even the firemen regretted the lost 
house. One Forest Service fire fighter was 
asked how he felt about burning the house. 
He replied, "It makes me sick. It's a bet¬ 
ter house than the one I live in." 



A number of Independence residents were 

outraged too. No one questioned the benefit 
for firemen to train for structure fires. 

But that aside, many Independence residents 
saw the burned house as another real loss. 
Inyo County is desperately in need of hous¬ 
ing. DWP 1 s decision to destroy the house 

on Washington Street disturbed many. 

*** 

He was once something of a folk hero to 
Inyo County people fighting DWP, but Special 
Legal Counsel Tony Rossmann has taken a fall 
from grace. It's straight business now. 
Rossmann belongs to a somewhat conservative 
law firm in San Francisco. Maybe they have 

(c ont inue d on p. 6) 
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NEWS BRIEFS (continued from p.5) 

ordered him how to deal with Inyo's lawsuits 
against l)WP. While the Inyo Supervisors 
suddenly like Rossmann's new style, hundreds 
of Inyo people don't. 

At last report, Rossmann was trying to 
stymie efforts by Inyo citizens to block 
the DWP agreement at the Appeals Court level. 
News sources close to that case were calling 
Rossmann's brief to the court "a lie". 
Rossmann told the Appeals Court Juages that 
only a handful of Inyo people are now ob¬ 
jecting to the Court about the agreement. 

He wrote that the agreement was given a 
constructive public review and his letter 
implies that objections by citizens groups 
were taken care of before the Supervisors 
approved the agreement. 

When word of Rossmann's letter got to 
Inyo, citizens groups began organizing a 
phone campaign to convince the Court that 
more than a handful of people here object 
to the agreement and want to do so in the 
Appeals Court. Rossmann, who once said he 
would never defend Inyo County against a 
lawsuit by its people, has clearly changed 
his tune. Many local people say they are 
downright angry that Rossmann is helping 
the Supervisors bypass the will of the 
people. 

*** 

And for a couple of years controversy 
seemed to bypass the County Museum at In¬ 
dependence. But then as News-Letter had 
reported, problems seemed to crop up out of 
nowhere. The appointed County Museum Board 
had been running things smoothly... even 
making improvements. Then suddenly their 
authority was questioned. Museum attendant 
Uave Epley was critical of the Board al¬ 
though he has no real authority over the 
Board. Now, a museum expert from out of the 
area has come to assess the situation. Of 
course, she has no control over politics here 
and so may not be completely effective. Mu¬ 
seum Board members who have volunteered time 
to keep the County facility in shape are 
dismayed at what appears to 
be the lack of support by 
County officials and their 

own attendant that they hired. 

★ ** 

Probation Officer John 
Lee has hounded the Super¬ 
visors for years to build 
a local Juvenile Hal 1. 

Boards of Supervisors 
through the years have 
talked about it a lot, but 
they have done nothing. 

Now the School Boards in 
Lone Pine and Independence 
have added their support 
to Lee for the building of 
a Juvenile facility. 

The two Boards had met 
jointly in past weeks. One 
of the things they had 
agreed upon was the need 
for a local Juvenile Hall. 

Now they have signed a 
resolution asking that the 
Supervisors reactivate pre¬ 
vious talks about a County 
Juvenile facility. The 
School Boards favor a hold¬ 
ing facility in the form 


of a camp or ranch with lock-up 
facilities. 

So now it's back to you... Johnny, 
P.D., Bob, Lefty, and Larry. 

**★ 
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The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub¬ 

lic issues. Letters should be brief and concisely stated. The editors 
remind readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor's agreement with its content, or its accuracy. Address 
letters to PO Box 313, Independence, California 93526. 



Dear You-all: 

Please send your well-written news-let¬ 
ter to me. Picked up a copy recently at 
market in Olancha and found it very inter¬ 
esting. I come up to Los Angeles' furthest 
point now and then because the Valley has 
meant a lot to me for years—as witness 
these facts on background: 

Hit there in 192b, detraining Slim 
Princess at Zurich, near Big Pine. Came 
West from Kansas City on advice of my 
mother, who grew up in Owens Valley as 
Otie Wilkerson and said working in soda 
works at Cartago might cure n\y chronic sin¬ 
us condition. My uncle, Thurman Wilkerson, 
told me the heat and fumes would lay me out 
and that no one but a person from a HOT 
country such as Mexico or Africa could 
stand it. So instead we went to work at a 
power sub-station of DWP above Big Pine. 
Lasted 3 days. Thurman had a left like 
Joe Frazier's and when the foreman smarted 
off to him he swung it. Name of Fay or 
Ray Ballenger. When foreman came to, he 
told his brother (either Fay or Ray) and 
he, as top boss on job, confronted Thurman 
and demanded an explanation. Didn't ask 
it nicely, apparently, because he, too, 
felt that ole left. Seemed an appropriate 
time to leave. The Valley was then start¬ 
ing to die and orchards, once flourishing, 
were near the end. Thurman would buy an 
entire orchard, on the tree, we'd pick the 
apples, pears, peaches or whatever and 
then truck it over Westgard Pass to Tono- 
pah. Sold like crazy to those desert min¬ 
ers. Never saw so many silver cartwheels 
in my life. Then my she-uncle (Mrs. Al- 
phonzo Bell), alarmed to find I was in sin- 
ridden Tonopah, wired me to come to L.A. 
and go to college (Occidental). 



fitta fifty if^infittty f<n Jvuf ft ft // S/nya 


878-2508 540 No. Edwards 

878-2582 Independence 


£ac/c±on ^Pcund 


Returned to the Valley 10 years later, 
becoming editor of Owens Valley Progress- 
Citizen at Lone Pine office. Main office 
was in Independence. First night in Lone 
Pine went to Jim Rogers' barber shop for 
a trim. Jim said, "Howdy, fella, where you 
from?" I told him L.A. Jim cautioned 
"Don't tell no one here that." 

Am thinking of doing a bit of a piece 
about how L.A. screwed but did not kiss 
the people of Owens Valley. See you on my 
next trip up and we can gab over a few 
bee rs. 

Owen B. Shoemaker 
La Crescenta, CA 


me romnr 
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authentic 

ITALIAN 
FOOD 


(Highway 395) Across from the Courthouse 
Independence, CA 

For reservations call 878-2221 


Just about 
an ything you’d need! 




JOSEPHS 

BI-RITE MARKET 

And department store 

1 LONE PINE r 


SPEAK YOUR PIECE. 

The News-Letter welcomes letters 
from readers - especially those who 
hold a view at variance with News- 
Letter's own. News-Letter wants its 
Forum Page to be a marketplace of 
competing ideas. So speak your piece: 
it will be given a hearing here...But 
be brief and to the point. 

- The editor 
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Little 

Victims 



Child sexual abuse - it's suddenly a 
hot-selling topic for the news media. But 
maybe it's for the best. Suddenly too, peo¬ 
ple are thinking about and willing to face 
tha fact that children have been victims 
for years... victims of sexual abuse by 
adults. 

It's happening here in Inyo County too. 
Child Welfare Workers say that reports of 
child sexual abuse are growing. Right now 
8 out of 26 child abuse cases in Southern 
Inyo involve sexual abuse. In Bishop 7 
child sex abuse cases have come up this 
year so far. Last year there were only 2 
all year. The trouble is... the abused 
child often becomes a grown-up abuser. But 
why does it happen at all? 

Psychologists, sociologists - all of the 
experts are trying to find out. The best 
they can come up with is that life is stress¬ 
ful and frustrating and that small children 
are easy targets. Children are physically 
weaker and easier to manipulate mentally. 
Child molesters are generally typified as 
insecure people - mostly men - who need to 
feel they are in control. 

In Inyo County, reports of incest and 
abuse of children by family friends or even 
relatives are increasing. Ho one seems sure 
if the actual incidents of abuse are grow¬ 
ing. But County Child Protective Workers 
know that they are hearing about it more. 
That's why they are now faced with the prob¬ 
lem of handling the sensitive situation of 


child sexual abuse. How do you talk to 
abused kids and not make matters worse for 
them? 

That's what Social Workers are finding 
out in Southern California where the Mc- 
Martin pre-school case is underway. Author¬ 
ities allege that pre-school owners and 
workers sexually molested as many as 500 
children. There are also allegations of 
child prostitution and pornography. Prob¬ 
lems here are certainly not that high pow¬ 
ered, but Inyo's Welfare Director, Connie 
Bennett, opened a door for local Social 
Workers to learn from the McMartin case. 
Eastern Sierra News Service first learned 
of a program now underway in which Inyo 
County Social Workers travel to the Child¬ 
ren's Institute and work with counsellors 
and the children believed to have been 
molested at the McMartin pre-school. The 
Children's Institute people will interview 
the kids and prepare their statements for 
trial. Inyo Social Workers are among those 
who will help video tape the sessions. 

That's how they will begin to learn inter¬ 
viewing and counselling techniques in sexual 
abuse cases. 

Ms. Bennett said that the Social Workers 
are also learning to use puppets in their 
therapy. She said that the McMartin case 
kids were particularly traumatized in their 
ordeal and "frightened out of their wits." 

The kids have opened up by acting out their 
experiences with puppets. 

In Inyo County right now there is coun¬ 
selling for molested children. But Social 
Workers want to know more. So far, accord¬ 
ing to Child Protective Services Worker Nona 
Holloway, molested kids in Inyo have not had 
to testify in Court. She said that the 
District Attorney's men and Public Defender 
have been able to work out the cases without 
subjecting the children to more unpleasant¬ 
ness. Those convicted of child molestation 
nave been ordered to undergo mandatory coun¬ 
selling and some are serving prison terms. 

Holloway said that sexually abused child¬ 
ren in Inyo County have ranged from 18 months 
to 16 years of age. She said that the type 
of abuse ranges over a broad spectrum - 
"from breast fondling at bath time to inter¬ 
course and sodomy." Those who have looked 
into the problem say that it is usually 
close family friends or relatives who take 
advantage of the little ones. "That's the 
way it is here too," Holloway said. 

She told us that increased media expos¬ 
ure on the subject helps make people "less 
uncomfortable about reporting it. But I 
believe sexual abuse of children has always 
been here. I also feel that stresses today 
add to it... the breakdown of relationships. 
We don't have the nuclear family so much 
anymore." Ms. Holloway said she feels that 
the close family ties may have served to 
protect kids. "And there are more mothers 
working out of the home. They have to rely 
on others to take care of their kids." 

So without unduly alarming their child¬ 
ren, parents are faced with the job of 
teaching their kids to protect themselves 
from attacks by adults. Sometimes, if the 
child feels strong enough to resist, the 
molestation can be avoided. Otherwise the 
child must be protected from abusive acts. 
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Mondale proposes freeze on all weaponry 
in space. It's not the freeze that hurts - 
it's the sudden Thaw. 

Khomeini's Iran might have a nuclear 
bomb within two years. Couldn't think of 
a nicer person to have it - up his Silo. 

Chernenko has some new ideas for ending 
the East-West deadlock on nuclear weapons. 
Switch it to a North-South deadlock. 

Jackson says labor is forcing endorse¬ 
ments down union members' throats. Union 
members are like my kids. One word from 
me and they do as they please. 

A rare vine, nominated for the endan¬ 
gered species list, may foil the building 
of a Central Arizona Canal. Would make 
no difference if it was Poison Ivy! 

Ex-Vice President Aloin Barkley once 
said, "A Bureaucrat is a Democrat who 
holds some office a Republican wants." 

Madelin O'Hara, famous Athiest, holds 
a convention. The Convention had no In¬ 
visible means of support. 

No Republican can tell what will make 
any Democrat happy. 

Chernenko criticizes United States. 

Lots of Russian leaders don't criticize 
the U.S. The graveyards are full of them. 

Republican National Chairman predicts 
that gambling will boom in the U.S. as the 
need for new revenues will overcome "ir¬ 
rational" moral objections. There's noth¬ 
ing like a shortage of revenue to heal 
the politician's "Irrational Morality". 

Hart is for the Trident Sub, but 
against the MX Missile. He's not against 
killing, just the method. 

King Hussein again charges U.S. of 
being pro-Israel. This one he charged to 
his Shell Credit Card. 

The dollar is too strong for it's own 
good. U.S. Companies are losing too much 
business to foreign imports. Please De- 
Value our money so we can't save money on 
cheap imports? 

Senator Danforth says the airbag is a 
simple, easily made device that can save 
lives. Every car already has $5,000 worth 
of easily made devices that can save lives, 
but doesn't. 

Former Governor Ed Brown seys America's 
leaders are not preparing her for the 
future. When they find out if we have a 
future, they will prepare for it. 

U.S. military doctors are treating 
Honduran civilians. If this gets out it 
will ruin Reagan's Dad name. 

Jap scientists have discovered a rock 
from the moon on Anarctica. Now the truth 
is out. Anarctica was on the moon before 
we were. 

You get more chemicals from gasoline 
fumes than you do from foodstuffs. But 
it's hard to get people to drink gasoline. 

Omie Mairs Sez: The West wasn't built 
up by the railroads, it was the sex gun 
that did it. 

A pesticide expert advises backyard 
gardners not to tend their gardens in the 
nude. The potatoes have eyes. 



The Pentagon is wasting millions of 
dollars on spare parts. This is another 
area where we need hazardous waste cleanup. 

To visit certain wildlife, waterfowl or 
other natural areas, you now have to get 
a license. You can't learn about the birds 
and the bees now without a license. 

What's good for business isn't neces¬ 
sarily good for America. Let's do away 
with business and find out for sure. 

Sen. Ted Kennedy says the U.S. is im¬ 
moral because of the mining of Nicaragua's 
harbor. Mr. Chappaquidic is all of a 
sudden a born again moral. 

On the ocean no one cares about the 
price of real estate. Just wait until the 
government finds out it's not taxed! 

Almost 7000 legislative measures have 
been introduced during the 83-84 California 
legislative session. Take a deep breath - 
tomorrow there may be a law against it. 

Reagan's trip seen as a "new era" for 
U.S. and China. Time has a habit of march¬ 
ing right through new eras, new deals, and 
new horizons. 

Persons who believe they have informa¬ 
tion regarding the theft of electricity are 
urged to call a toll free hot line number. 
All who believe that D.W.P. is a thief need 
not cal 1. 

How have observations of Lent Changed? 
Nowadays most people have given up Lent for 
Sin. 

Jesse Jackson offered to "resurrect" 
the poor from an "extended crucifixion" 
created by the Reagan administration. No¬ 
body was poor before Reagan. 

Larry Livingston of Beaver, Oklahoma 
tossed a cow chip for 138 feet - a new 
record. Shucks! Any Congressman could 
have beaten this with a bull chip. 

Government consultants will attempt to 
define poverty. While they are at it they 
might as well define how many hairs it 

takes to make a beard. 
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Welfare has a bad name... the idea is 
good - help people who genuinely can't 
afford to feed, cloth, and house themselves 
and their children. But it's things like 
what I heard the other day that besmirch 
Welfare's good name. Seems a young man 
was bragging that he and his buddies went 
to Mammoth for a camping holiday. But 
when it came time to go home, this fellow 
and his friends reached into their pockets 
and pulled out only the linings. 

They just hadn't budgeted expenses for 
the return home. Guess they were having so 
much fun playing wilderness vacation they 
just didn't think about money. So the way 
we hear it... this guy goes to the Inyo 
County Welfare Department and wants money 
to get home on. 

He got it! Oh, well, I guess some peo¬ 
ple consider vacations one of the basic 
necessities of life. 

*** 

Slippin' and slidin'... that's what 
one Supervisor said the Board seems to do 
when they get behind closed doors. I don't 
know if anyone caught it or not... but Sup¬ 
ervisor Lefty Irwin said openly at the end 
of one Board meeting right before a closed 
session that it seemed to him the Super¬ 
visors regularly slip off of the subject 
they're supposed to talk about onto other 
things they're not supposed to talk about 
in closed sessions. Secret meeting laws 
do restrict topics of conversation among 
elected Boards in secret. 

Of course, as soon as Irwin let that 
slip... everybody else did slide on off to 

another subject real quick. 

*** 

"Politics is show biz"... "Lobbyists 
and Legislators - like Bonnie and Clyde." 
... "Reams of laws have come into existence 
by fumbling, stumbling, and accident." 

Those are some of the candid but cynical 
comments Inyo's Senator H.L. Richardson 
makes in his book. What Makes You Think We 

Read the Bills . 

Richardson, or 
Big Bad Bill, as some 
call him, published a 
kind of tell-it-like- 
it-is-in-Sacramento 
story. He shatters 
the illusion that 
there's anything 
close to democracy 
going on in the 
State's Capitol. 

The Senator says 
legislators are just 
people with human 
weaknesses... special 
interest groups mani¬ 
pulate them, reason 


and logic rarely enter into their voting... 
and they "follow fads." Richardson is a 
"less government is better" man. He thinks 
California needs a part-time legislature so 
they will quit passing those hundreds of 
new bills that legislators don't even read. 

Richardson, who in the eyes of many is 
a radical conservative, says "Unfortunately, 
America is now temporarily staggering back¬ 
ward, away from liberty. We are submerging 
into the warm goo of a paternalistic govern¬ 
ment and constricting our freedom of move¬ 
ment. In our all too human quest for secur¬ 
ity we are offering our personal freedom as 
the price." 

Not a startling eye-opener of a book, 
but a humorous and at times philosophical 
glance at what's really happening in govern¬ 
ment. 

*** 

Speaking of humorous and philosophical... 
our Benbrook stopped in the other day... said 
he had stuck his finger in an electrical 
socket, but we found out he just got a new 
permanent from Mary's Beauty Shop in Lone 
Pine. 

He wears it wel1! 

*** 

VPP (Very Pleasant Person) Department: 
Bernadine Whitmore at the Bank of Mammoth 
in Bishop. She's one of those people who 
sheds a little light on gloomy days or any 
day. Bernadine truly gives service with a 
genuine smile. Says she's not related to 
James Whitmore... but she has met and talked 
with him. 

*** 

In search of a new challenge: Bruce 
Ivey, long time member of the Southern Inyo 
Hospital Board. Ivey decided to resign. 

He has seen the hospital through a Grand 
Jury investigation, chronic money troubles, 
personality hassles... 

Ivey was seen by many as a stabilizing 
force and one of common sense. He's kind 
of tired of all the hassles and says he'd 
like a new challenge. Now the Hospital is 
in search of someone to fill his vacant 
seat. Ivey says he hopes it's someone with 

a financial background. 

*** 

And a musical genius missed by many the 
other night. Iren Marik scheduled one of 
her rare piano concerts. But that morning 
there was a fire in her bedroom and she 
burned her back seriously. Ms. Marik's Inyo 
County fans wish her a speeay recovery. 

+-k 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOl'R DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 

Sincerely. 
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Independence, CA 


-Jobs for the summer! 

The JTPA (Jobs Training Program, formerly 
CETA) is now accepting applications for 
the summer youth program. Must be JTPA 
eligible. Call JTPA office at 872-5560 
or 872-7211. 

-Springer Spaniel 

Loves kids... needs fenced yard. Call 
873-3130 evenings or see at 2303 
Baskerville in Bishop. 

-Water skiing season is underway at Diaz 
Lake. For information call: 878-2411 
Independence, 876-5559 Lone Pine, or 
873-8481 Bishop. Ask for ext. 2272. 

-Free! 

Fly casting clinic. Fly tying class. If 
you are interested, call 873-7254 or 
873-7237 for information. 

-Mule Days - set for Memorial Day Week-end. 
Lots to do... a parade on Saturday, mule 
shows at the fairgrounds... an art show 
by the Sierra Desert Art Association at 
Bishop City Park, 8am to 4pm, May 26-28. 


-Don't forget to vote on June oth. Check 
out the candidates and head for the polls 
They're open from 7am to 8pm on June 5. 


-Alcoholics Anonymous... Bishop daily 
meeting... for information call 873-6700 
and for Bishop A1 Anon information call 
873-6938. B 
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Running 

BEAR! 


It's almost an obsession with 
Josita Bear - running. Her tough 
discipline and constant training 
has created a talent that few can 
match. As most know, Josita qual¬ 
ified to run in the Olympic pre¬ 
liminary race for the women's 
marathon. 239 women in the nation 
qualified. She came in at 102nd. 
That means she was better than 
half the runners there. 

She didn't make the Olympic 
team, but Josita said, "I don't 
give up. I'll go back in 1988." 
Meanwhile, she's still running in 
her Bishop neighborhood and think¬ 
ing about going to the New York 
City Marathon. 

Muscle cramps had slowed 
Josita's pace in the Olympic trials, 
She's looking into the causes. 

Josita is very proud of 
her Native American herit¬ 
age. In fact, she was the 
only Indian runner in the 
trials. She's proud of 
her little girl too. 

Josita said her daughter 
Kimberly is her main focus 
when she's running. 

Local donations to 
Josita's training fund 
made it possible for 
Kimberly to go with her 
Mom to the big race held 
at Olympia, Washington. 
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